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to the particular political forms which they may take. Thus
the areal unit of the human geographer is generally the
geographical region, large or small, which is regarded as a
"natural" entity possessing an individuality arising out of the
symbiosis of physical and human elements which, in its turn,
makes the region clearly recognizable although the precise
delimitation of its boundaries may be difficult or even
impossible.
On the other hand, the areal unit of the political geographer
is the State, which is more or less artificial in so far as it is the
product of the conscious efforts of its inhabitants to create
a political entity which may be, and usually is, entirely different
from the geographical region. In practice, mankind has so
far shown a complete inability to devise a pattern of States
to coincide with the * 'natural*' pattern suggested by the
geographer's regions. The political map of Europe, for example,
illustrates the conflict particularly well. From a geographical
point of view, there is much to be said for including the
southern shorelands of the Mediterranean Sea in the continent
of Europe. Again, the eastern boundary of Europe has no
reality in the spheres of politics and economics and is not
even an internal administrative boundary in the U.3.S.R. The
Middle Danubian Basin indicates an admirable framework
for a single State, yet it is divided among several political
entities between which there seems to be little hope of union.
Many similar examples are to be found, not only in Europe,
but in other parts of the world, and they all point to the same
conclusion. In his overriding desire to establish and maintain
States man has largely ignored the possible framework of
geographical regions; in his efforts to secure the integrity of
States he has been compelled to impose arbitrary political
boundaries concerning which inter-State relations are
frequently in conflict.
The areas with which Political Geography deals are
therefore clearly defined and clearly demarcated. With all
their great variety of size, shape and content, they represent
artificial creations and, as such, must be recognized as realities
hi a world where the real and the unreal are all too often
confused. The point is worth making, however, that in being